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A) READ THE TEXT BELOW AND CHOOSE THE CORRECT ANSWER.

Sail ing round the world

Adapted from Catalonia  Today of  16th November 2006 by Pere Gelada.

TOTAL:  1 ,25 MARKS;
0,25 FOR EACH CORRECT ANSWER
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Ellen MacArthur  has  become a s tar  in  the sai l ing world.  At  the age of  30, she

sailed single-handedly around the world in 71 days, 14 hours, 18 minutes and 33

seconds and broke the current  world record.

In an interview she admit ted that  being in  absolute  sol i tude was sometimes the

most difficult .  Nevertheless, she never felt  totally alone because she was always

busy, working or watching the weather, fully concentrated on the race. The sea is

unpredictable  and forces  you to keep your  eyes open without  le t t ing your  guard

down.  She wanted to  win the race so she had to  make the vessel  go fast  but  she

a l so  had  t ime  to  obse rve  the  seascape  su r round ing  he r  because  she  had  to

cont inuously observe the elements: watch the clouds, calculate  where the wind

was coming from, in order  not  to  have any problems.

At the moment, she's  working on a new project: to build two new Imoca Open 60

boats and compete in the attractive world circuit for this class. And, soon, she will

take part  in the new Barcelona World Race – which, according to Ellen, is  a  very

attractive race and it is a format that exists nowhere else. It will be very special for

a solo sai lor  to  share  the passage with a  par tner  because i t  i s  very important  to

get on well  on board.  You can be with the best  sailor in the world, but i t  can all  go

wrong i f  there  isn ' t  a  good understanding.



1. Ellen MacArthur  …
a) has become the fastest  person to sai l  a lone around the world.
b) has broken her  boat  af ter  71 days, 14 hours , 18 minutes  and 33 seconds.
c) is  going to  be 30 in  71 days.

2. The most  difficul t  s i tuat ion for  her   …
a) was to  be ful ly  concentrated on the race.
b) was to  understand the weather  condi t ions
c) was to be alone for  so many days.

3. During the journey …
a) she had a  lot  of  t ime to  re lax .
b) she had to work very hard.
c) she could take pictures  of  the seascape .

4. At the Barcelona World Race,…
a) Ellen wil l  be alone on board.
b) El len wi l l  be with another sai lor  on the boat .
c) Ellen wil l  be very at t ract ive.

5. The most  important  thing when sai l ing with a  par tner  is…
a) to  have a  new boat .
b) to  be the best  sai lor.
c) to have a good relat ionship with him or  her.

B) CHOOSE THE CORRECT WORDS OR DEFINITIONS a, b, c , or d FOR THE
WORDS BELOW AS THEY ARE USED IN THE TEXT.

1. a star in  the sai l ing world ( l ine 1)
a) an actress b) a very c) very r ich d) a br i l l iant  person

good sai lor

2. she sai led single-handedly around the world ( l ine 2)
a) alone b) by t ra in c) with a  lot  d) with one hand

of  people

3. the  sea is  unpredictable ( l ine 7)  
a) dangerous b) incredible c) impossible to d) very easy to  sai l

know what is  going
to happen

4. observe the elements ( l ine 10)
a) individuals b) weather c) basic  things d) the  other  people

condit ions

5. according to Ellen (  l ine 14)
a) with reference b) depending c) because of  El len d) as El len said
to  El len on El len

TOTAL:  1 ,25 MARKS;
0,25 FOR EACH CORRECT ANSWER



C) READ THE TEXT BELOW AND CHOOSE THE CORRECT ANSWER.

The appointment  was at  half  past  four.  He had 1.  ear ly  because he wanted

2.  arr ive on t ime.  He gave his  name to  the recept ionis t  and she pointed to

a room on the lef t .

In  the room, there  3 .  three people.  A woman 4.  a  magazine.  She

was wearing smart  c lothes  and looked a  l i t t le  nervous.  A young man was ta lking

on his  mobile  phone.  He was probably speaking to  5 .  wife .  The other  one

was a  middle-aged woman, 6.  wasn’t  doing 7.  

He said good af ternoon and sat  8 .  on the chair  9 .  the window. I t

was the fi rs t  t ime he appl ied for  a  10.  and he didn’t  want  to  look nervous.  

1. a) leave b) leaving c) leaved d) lef t

2. a) - b) to c) for d) that

3. a) was b) had c) were d) be

4. a) read b) reads c) rode d) was reading

5. a) her b) his c) him d) hers

6. a) which b) how c) who d) whose

7. a) nothing b) something c) anything d) everything

8. a) down b) up c) af ter d) under

9. a) above b) next  to c) between d) in

10. a) work b) vacancy c) office d) job

TOTAL:2,50 MARKS;
0,25 FOR EACH CORRECT ANSWER



D) WRITE 80-100 WORDS ABOUT ONE OF THE FOLLOWING TOPICS.

1 . You are  a  journal i s t  f rom a  loca l  newspaper.  Wri te  an  in terv iew wi th  El len
MacArthur.  Ask her  about  her  experiences  as  a  solo sai lor  around the world and
about  her  future  plans.

2. Continue the short  s tory: “I t  was a  beaut i ful  summer day and I  was peaceful ly
sai l ing a long the  coast , when suddenly I  saw an enormous creature  swimming
towards my boat .  …”

Express ió  escr i ta
L’exerc ic i  es  va lo ra rà  g loba lment  a  raó de 5 punts ,  e ls  qua ls  es  d is t r ibu i ran  de la
següent  manera :

5 PUNTS

Mol t  bon resu l ta t :  

Tex t  cohe ren t ,  amb  cohes ió  i  ben  pun tua t  en  e l  qua l  s ’ u t i l i t z en  de  mane ra  co r r ec t a  es t r uc tu res

gramat ica ls  complexes i  va r iades.  E l  vocabu la r i  és  adequat  a l  reg is t re  de l  tex t  i  no es repete ix .  Les

errades or togràf iques, lèx iques o gramat ica ls són minor i tàr ies i  no d i f icu l ten,  en cap cas, la  comprensió

de l  tex t .  

4  PUNTS

Bon resu l ta t :

Tex t  cohe ren t ,  amb  cohes ió  i  ben  pun tua t  en  e l  qua l  s ’ u t i l i t z en  de  mane ra  co r r ec t a  es t r uc tu res

gramat ica ls  s imp les  però  va r iades.  E l  vocabu la r i  és  adequat  a l  reg is t re  de l  tex t  i  no es repete ix .  H i  ha

a lgunes e r rades o r togrà f iques,  lèx iques o  g ramat ica ls   que no d i f icu l ten  la  comprens ió  de l  tex t .

3  PUNTS

Resu l ta t  adequat :  

Tex t  cohe ren t ,  amb cohes ió  i  ben  pun tua t  en  e l  qua l  s ’u t i l i t zen  es t ruc tu res  g ramat ica l s  s imp les  i

vocabulari senzi l l però variat i adequat al registre del text. Hi ha errades ortogràfiques, lèxiques o gramaticals

que no d i f icu l ten  la  comprens ió  de l  tex t ,  en la  ma jo r ia  de ls  casos.

2 PUNTS

Resu l ta t  inadequat :

Text poc coherent,  amb poca cohesió i  manca de puntuació en e l  qual  s ’ut i l i tzen estructures gramat ica ls

i vocabular i  pobre i  repet i t iu. Hi ha nombroses errades ortogràf iques, lèxiques o gramaticals  que dif iculten

la  comprens ió  de l  tex t .

1  PUNT

Resu l ta t  pobre :

Tex t  gens coherent ,  sense cohes ió  n i  puntuac ió  cor rec ta .  E l  tex t  és  d i f íc i l  d ’en tendre  a  causa de les

nombroses e r rades o r togrà f iques,  lèx iques o  g ramat ica ls .

0  PUNTS

No s ’adequa a  l ’opc ió  esco l l ida  i  l a  comprens ió  de l  tex t  és  mo l t  d i f í c i l  o  imposs ib le .

Es  descomptarà  0 ,5  de l  to ta l  s i  e l  tex t  p rodu ï t  no té  la  l l a rgada mín ima demanada.

TOTAL:  5  MARKS


